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Listening
Read the text and let the pupils do tasks 1 through 12. Then read the text a second time and let the pupils do tasks 13 through 20. Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

Who would win in a fight, a lion or a tiger? Well, if size has anything to do with the matter, the tiger would win. That’s because tigers are the largest of all cat species. They grow up to eleven feet long and weigh as much as 670 lbs. This makes tigers the third largest land carnivore. The only larger land carnivores are polar bears and brown bears. Tigers are not only large, they are also fast. They can sprint as fast as 40 miles per hour for short distances and leap as far as 30 feet horizontally.  This makes for an extremely dangerous pounce. You might not think that such large, fast, and ferocious creatures need help to survive, but they do. The tiger is an endangered species. 

Despite all of the tiger’s strengths, the future of the species is uncertain. Tigers face a very high risk of extinction. It is estimated that at the start of the 20th century, there were over 100,000 tigers living in the wild. By the turn of the century, the number of tigers outside of captivity dwindled to just over 3,000. Interestingly, the most serious threats that tigers face come from a much smaller species, one with an average weight of around 140 lbs. That species is Homo sapiens, better known as humans. Humans threaten tigers in primarily two ways: hunting and destroying habitat. 

Tigers are hunted for many reasons. People have long valued the famous striped skins. Though trading tiger skins is now illegal in most parts of the world, tiger pelts are worth around $10,000 on the black-market. Though the fur would be incentive enough for most poachers, other parts of the tiger can also fetch a pretty penny.  Some people in China and other Asian cultures believe that various tiger parts have healing properties. Traditional Chinese medicine calls for the use of tiger bones, amongst other parts, in some prescriptions. 

Tigers have also been hunted as game. In other words people hunted tigers solely for the thrill and achievement of killing them. Such killings took place in large scale during the 19th and early 20th centuries, when a single maharaja or English hunter might claim to kill over a hundred tigers in their hunting career. Though this practice is much less popular today than it was in the past, it has not ceased entirely.
Humans have done considerable damage to the world’s tiger population through hunting, but perhaps more damage has been caused through the destruction of habitat. Tigers once ranged widely across Asia, all the way from Turkey to the eastern coast of Russia. But over the past 100 years, tigers have lost 93% of their historic range. Instead of spanning all the way across Asia, the tiger population is now isolated in small pockets in south and southeastern Asia. This is because humans have drastically changed the environments. Humans have built towns and cities. Road and transit systems were created to connect these towns and cities. To feed the people living in these areas, forests and fields have been cleared to create farmland. Large tracts of land have been strip-mined to yield metals and other materials used in manufacturing. All of these activities have consumed habitats that at one time supported tigers.
A major obstacle to preserving tigers is the enormous amount of territory that each tiger requires. Each wild tiger demands between 200 and 300 square miles. Tigers are also both territorial and solitary animals. This means that they are protective of the areas that they claim and they generally do not share with other tigers. Because tigers need so much territory, it is difficult for conservationists to acquire land enough to support a large population of tigers. Even when such these considerable spaces are allocated, it is even more difficult to patrol such large areas to prevent poaching. There is no easy way to preserve the wild tiger population without making large sacrifices.

Though tiger population faces many threats and obstacles to recovery, there have been some successes in conservation and preservation efforts. For example, Save China’s Tigers, an organization working to restore the wild tiger population, successfully rewilded a small number of South China tigers. These tigers were born into concrete cages from parents who were also captive and unable to sustain in the wild.

This organization brought these tigers to South Africa and helped them learn the necessary skills for a predator to survive in the wild. Current evidence indicates that the project has been successful. While this is just a small step, it shows that restoring the world’s tiger population is possible.
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Listening

Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.

I. Listen to the text and decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.

1. Tigers are the largest of all land carnivores. 
2. Tigers can grow up to eleven feet long.

3. The world’s tiger population is endangered.
4. Humans threaten tigers in many ways.
5. Nowadays trading tiger skins is legal in most parts of the world.

6. The fur is the only valuable part of the tiger.

7. Tigers are hunted for enjoyment by some people.
8. Tiger claws are used in traditional Chinese medicine.
9. Tigers’ habitat has been destroyed by humans.

10. Tigers are solitary animals.

11. Save China’s Tigers failed to rewilde a small number of tigers.

12. South China tigers were brought to live in South Africa.
II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. 

13. Which animal does not grow larger than the tiger?
A. Brown bear





B. Lion
C. Polar bear





D. All of these animals grow larger than a tiger
14. Which number is closest to the estimation of the wild tiger population in 2003?
A. 3,000





B. 100,000
C. 30,000
D. 140
15. Which of the following is not a reason explaining why tigers are hunted?

A. Because tiger skins are worth a lot of money

B. Because tiger parts are used as medicines in some cultures

C. Because some tigers attack local villages

D. Because tigers are hunted for enjoyment by some people

16. Why are tigers poached?
A. Poachers hunt tigers to protect their families from dangerous animals.

B. Poachers hunt tigers for medicine to cure sick family members.

C. Poachers hunt tigers because they enjoy killing dangerous animals.

D. Poachers hunt tigers to earn large amounts money.
17. Why have tigers lost so much of their habitat? 
a. Because humans are afraid of tigers

b. Because tiger skins are extremely valuable

c. Because humans have changed the land

d. Because tigers need so much space to survive

18. Why is it so difficult to preserve the wild tiger population?
A. Tigers do not get along with most other animals.

B. Tigers must make their homes close to rivers and the world’s rivers are evaporating.

C. Tigers require a lot of space.

D. Tigers hunt in large packs and there are too few tigers left to make these packs.


19. The organization called Save China’s Tigers successfully…
A. preserved animals by keeping them in zoos.
B. taught animals to coexist with humans.
C. taught humans to coexist with animals.
D. brought animals born in zoos back to nature.
20. Efforts to save tigers …
A. have had some success, but there are many obstacles to recovery.
B. have not been attempted yet.
C. have been so successful that they saved tigers from endangerment.

D. have failed completely.
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Reading 10 form

TEXT I

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question.
The First Computer Programmer

Ada Lovelace was the daughter of the poet Lord Byron. She was taught by Mary Somerville, a well-known researcher and scientific author, who introduced her to Charles Babbage in June 1833. Babbage was an English mathematician, who first had the idea for a programmable computer.

In 1842 and 1843, Ada translated the work of an Italian mathematician, Luigi Menabrea, on Babbage’s Analytical Engine. Though mechanical, this machine was an important step in the history of computers; it was the design of a mechanical general-purpose computer. Babbage worked on it for many years until his death in 1871. However, because of financial, political, and legal issues, the engine was never built. The design of the machine was very modern; it anticipated the first completed general-purpose computers by about 100 years.

When Ada translated the article, she added a set of notes which specified in complete detail a method for calculating certain numbers with the Analytical Engine, which have since been recognized by historians as the world’s first computer program. She also saw possibilities in it that Babbage hadn’t: she realized that the machine could compose pieces of music. The computer programming language “Ada”, used in some aviation and military programs, is named after her.
Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one

1. Ada Lovelace was a daughter of a well-known English poet.

2. Ada Lovelace’s teacher introduced her to Charles Babbage.
3. Babbage programmed the first computer.
4. Ada translated the article in 1842.
5. The Analytical Engine was electronic.
6. The engine was built in 1871.
7. Luigi Menabrea designed the first computer.
8. Babbage finished the machine before he died.
9. Babbage’s design was ahead of its time.
10. Ada’s work was instantly recognized as being the first computer program.
11. Babbage saw that his machine could write music.
12. Ada wrote military and aviation computer programs.
TEXT II

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question
Do you know what changes will happen after your graduation from college? Eventually you will find a job that corresponds to your specialty. You might have already heard about the role that resume plays in hiring. That is why writing a resume is an important academic paper for every college student, because this skill is vital and is sure to be applied in order to get a job. So, if you want to know how to write a resume, then it would be useful for you to read the following resume writing tips.

Basically, in a resume you are selling yourself to a potential employer, that is why, you need to do your best to make it perfect. Your final goal is to make a good impression on your resume reader. Resume is such kind of a paper that has a certain construction; you can’t write whatever you want there. Make it brief and concentrate your attention only on the main information. It will make your resume understandable and easy to read. You have to be focused on your education, skills, accomplishments, strength, employment history and your goals for the future. All this you need to combine, think over it, and skillfully express it on a paper. 

Here is a basic resume format: your name and your contact information (address, telephone, e-mail), objective (here you write what position you would like to obtain), education (school, university, other), skills (computer, foreign languages), work experience (places where you worked), activities and awards.

As additional information, you can attach your diplomas, personal characteristics, recommendations from the previous places of work, information about activities that you took part in that might be essential to your work. 

You can write your resume in a chronological or a functional order. Chronological order it is when you write about your work experience and education with the most recent dates first and the latest dates in the end. This type is used the best in a case when your job history reflects growth. Functional order shows your best skills and accomplishments which you have demonstrated through specific work related achievements. Remember, all the information should be somehow related to your future job, if it is not so, cut it.

Try to be positive and don’t display your faults. Be honest and don’t overstate your possibilities. An experienced employer will feel this. It is also very important to write without grammar and punctuation mistakes. One error will make a negative impression on your resume. To avoid this problem, proofread your resume, or give it to someone to check in case you are not completely sure in its accuracy. It would be better to pay attention even to such important details as paper and printing quality. If your future specialty deals with creativity, then you can use a good printing trick. It is simple; you just have to print out your resume on a coloured paper. Usually personnel department deals with dozens of resumes, and they all are in a heap tucked in some chest of drawers. 

I hope you have understood the importance of the resume and some hints for writing it. One more advice, before an actual writing, it would be better to make an additional research, make an outline and write a draft. After that you will have to do great on your resume writing.
Use the information in the text to answer the questions below. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet.

13. What according to the text contributes a lot to finding a good job?

A. Getting all necessary academic papers

B. Graduating from a well-known college

C. Being familiar with principles of resume writing 

D. Having previous work experience

 

14. The ultimate aim of any resume is

A. to make the employer distinguish and remember you 

B. to make sure the position is reserved for you

C. to sell something to a potential employer

D. to make the employer realize what position you need 

15. The set of things you can write in a resume 

A. is not limited as the employer needs to get a detailed image of yours  

B. is uncertain as all employers have different requirements 

C. is more or less limited due to practical reasons

D. shouldn’t include your hobbies as it is prohibited

 

16. Chronological order of writing an essay 

A. helps hide the positions you didn’t get 

B. reveals only peak points of your career

C. is never used nowadays

D. underlines your recent work experience

 

17. Attaching additional materials

A. should highlight your computer skills
B. should help build your image as a potential worker

C. should show your individuality

D. should be an inseparable part of any essay 

 
18. Exaggerating your abilities doesn’t help because  

A. other applicants do the same

B. it can be seen by an employer after looking through your resume

C. an employer can ask you to prove this

D. an employer always has even higher standards to meet

 

19. What is necessary to do to avoid mistakes in writing resumes?

A. To check it attentively by yourself or ask somebody for help

B. To get a copy of a resume from the employer

C. To make sure your printing skills are very good

D. To try and use words you can write without mistakes 

 

20. If you use a sheet of coloured paper for your resume  

A. It draws more attention to the contents of your resume

B. It shows your strong intention to get a position at the company

C. It guarantees your resume will be read by the employer

D. It makes the company’s department interested more in your resume 
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Writing Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.
1. Which do you think has a greater effect on a person – heredity or environment? Explain.
2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to learn. Is too much emphasis placed on grades in our educational system? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

3. In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice.
















