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Form 8 

Listening

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 
I

Sir Winston Churchill
His name was Fleming, and he was a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while trying to make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby boy. He dropped his tools and ran to the boy. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the boy from what could have been a slow and terrifying death. 
       The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman’s place. An elegantly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy farmer Fleming had saved.
„I want to repay you”, said the nobleman. „You saved my son’s life”. „No, I can’t accept payment for what I did”, the Scottish farmer replied, waving off the offer. At that moment, the farmer’s son came to the door of the family hovel. „Is that your son?” the nobleman asked. „Yes”, the farmer replied proudly. „I’ll make you a deal. Let me take him and give him a good education. If the fellow is anything like his father, he’ll grow to a man you can be proud of”.
And that he did. In time, farmer Fleming’s son graduated from St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin.
Years afterward, the nobleman’s son was close to death from pneumonia. What saved him? Penicillin. The name of the nobleman? Lord Randolph Churchill. His son’s name? Sir Winston Churchill.
Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 
II
Potatoes

Potatoes came to us from Central and Southern America. When Spaniards came to America they wondered that Indian tribes ate strange things like apples. Sailors brought them to Europe in the 16th century. Europeans tried to eat potatoes rare, they made salads of potato leaves, but nobody liked the dishes. And Europeans forgot potatoes.
Francis Drake, a well-known English sailor and traveler, brought potatoes to Europe again at the end of the 16th century. In many European countries people tried to use potatoes again. In France rich people liked white potato flowers, in Germany rich people liked the smell of potato flowers, in Poland people thought potatoes were herbs.
But poor people liked potatoes best of all. They called potatoes the second bread. In German town Offenburg there is a monument to Francis Drake with the following writing: “To Sir Francis Drake who spread potatoes in Europe. 1580.”
Some people in many countries like potatoes very much and cook many dishes of it. There are many sorts of potatoes in the world. In Ukraine we prefer pink potatoes; in German and Poland people prefer yellow potatoes, in England and the USA people like white potatoes.

Form 8

Listening

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Sir Winston Churchill
Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B or C.

1. Fleming was …
A. a famous English journalist. 

B. a poor Scottish farmer. 

C. a poor English farmer. 

2. One day he heard 

A. a cry for help coming from a nearby boy. 

B. a laugh coming from a young man. 

C. a cry for help coming from an old woman. 

3. A nobleman said:

      A. “Let me give your son a lot of money”. 

B. “Let me take your son and give him a good present”.

C. “Let me take your son and give him a good education”. 

4. Fleming’s son graduated from St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in …
A. London. 

B. Oxford. 

C. Edinburg. 

5. Sir Alexander Fleming was the discoverer of …
A. toothpaste
B. penicillin
C. spectacles
Decide whether these statements are true or false:

6) At the beginning of the story, the farmer was bathing in a river. 

7)  There must have been an accident with a little boy.

8) The little boy’s father wanted to give the farmer a sum of money.

9)  The nobleman’s prediction did not come true.

10) The boy glorified his family name.

Potatoes
Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B or C.
11. Potatoes came to us from …
A. Eastern and Western America
B. Central and Southern America
C. Central and Northern America

12. Europeans … to eat potatoes rare.
A. tried
B. didn’t try
C. invited

13. Potatoes were first brought to Europe in …
A. the 14th century
B. the 16th century
C. the 13th century

14. Francis Drake was a well – known … traveler.
A. German
B. French
C. English

15. Francis Drake spread potatoes in Europe in …
A. 1580
B. 1680
C. 1880
Decide whether these statements are true or false:

16) Potatoes came to us from Eastern and Northern America.
17) In France wealthy people liked rose potato seeds.

18) In Germany wealthy people liked the smell of potato flowers.
19) Needy people liked potatoes best of all.
20) There are many kinds of potatoes in the world.
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Form 8
Reading

Text 1
SLY BOY, the FOX (by Jean George)

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. 
Meet Sly Boy, one of the smartest animals in the world! He is an American red fox, with a thick coat of high brown fur. 


For years, sly Boy has been stealing chickens and ducks from farms in Virginia as well as killing many wild animals. What he is particularly fond of are rabbits.


Hunters keep trying to catch Sly Boy. Farmers would like to get rid of him. But Sly Boy is too smart to be caught.


 One reason of Sly Boy living so long is his being a fast runner. He can run faster than most dogs. His legs, like those of a race horse, are long for his body. Once, when Sly Boy was being hunted, dogs chased him for four days. The dogs were worn out. They became so thin that they looked like skin and bones. But not Sly Boy! He ran far ahead of the dogs. Now and then he stopped to eat berries or a mouse. He even managed to take short naps. As soon as the dogs came close, he ran ahead again.


But sometimes Sly Boy can’t run away from the dogs. Then he tricks them. Even though the dogs know many of his tricks, he can always think up a new one! 


One day when Sly Boy was being chased, he jumped up onto a fence, ran along the top of it, then jumped off and raced into the woods. The dogs were fooled for a while. They could not find Sly Boy’s scent on the ground. But at last they found it on the fence. Sly boy ran on and on. The dogs followed him to a creek. They crossed the creek and sniffed. No, Sly Boy had not come across. Where had he gone?


Mr. Cook, the hunter, knew that Sly Boy might run in water along the creek.  In that way he would fool the dogs. They could not smell his scent in the water. But Sly Boy had to come out somewhere. Then the dogs could pick up his trail on the sand. Mr. Cook sent half the dogs upstream and half downstream. The dogs sniffed and sniffed along the creek banks but couldn’t find Sly Boy’s scent.

At last the evening came. When it grew dark, Mr. Cook gave up the hunt and took his dogs home.


Where was Sly Boy all this time? He had gone back to Mr. Cook’s farm and eaten a chicken dinner. He was fast asleep in the chicken house when the hunter got home! By the light of the moon, Mr. Cook saw sly Boy run off to the woods. “ Now, how did he get here?” Mr. Cook wondered. With his dogs, he followed Sly Boy’s trail back to the creek. There, under the creek bank, Sly Boy’s tracks ended.


Sly Boy appeared to hide under the bank! Right over his head, the dogs had jumped into the water. When they were gone, Sly Boy had run back the way he had come. He had gone right to Mr. Cook’s farm.


One day Sly Boy made a mistake. He let the dogs corner him against a cliff. He seemed to be trapped. He could neither climb up the cliff nor go right or left. In front of him were the dogs coming closer and closer. And Farmer Adams rode right behind them. It looked like the end for Sly Boy! Mr Adams pointed his gun. But suddenly Sly Boy did a surprising thing. He walked straight towards the farmer, looking him right in the eye. Mr. Adams could have shot Sly Boy easily but he didn’t.

“How can I shoot an animal that looks me in the eye?” he thought. He did not have the heart to do so.

He just watched as the small animal ran into the woods.


So Sly Boy, the fox, lives on!

Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.
1. Sly Boy cannot be caught because he is

A. smart  

B. fast  

C. long legged  

D. dangerous

2. Why could not the dogs get him after four day’s chasing?

  A. He could run faster without stopping

  B. He could run fast enough to have a spare time for resting

  C. He could run away and hide

  D. He could run back and get on the fence

3. The dogs lost the fox’s trial near the creek because:

  A. they could not smell his scent in the water

  B. he ran in the water along the creek

  C. he neither cross the creek nor swim

  D. they were too tired and exhausted 
4. According to the text the foxes never eat:

  A. mice 
  B. berries  
 C. bones   
 D. chicken

5. How did the fox escape last time?

  A. He jumped over the dogs

  B. He climbed the cliff

  C. He surprised the man 

  D. He came closer

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

6) Sly Boy lived in America. 

7) To run away from the dogs the fox had to swim upstream.
8) The fox was sitting under the bank while the dogs were looking for him

9) The hunter let the fox run away instead of shooting him
10) Nobody ever caught Sly Boy
Text 2 
Boom Towns   
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. 
Cities usually have a logical reason for being where they are, like a nearby port or river. People settle in these places because they are easy to get to and naturally suited to communications and trade. New York City, for instance, is near a large harbour at the mouth of the Hudson River. Over 300 years its population grew gradually from 800 people to 8 million. But not all cities develop slowly over a long period of time. Boom towns grow from nothing almost overnight. In 1896, Dawson, Canada was unmapped wilderness. But gold was discovered there in 1897, and two years later, it was one of the largest cities in the West, with a population of 30,000.


Dawson did not have any of the natural conveniences of cities like London or Paris. People went there for gold. They travelled over snow covered mountains and sailed hundreds of miles up icy rivers. The trail to Dawson was covered with thirty feet of wet snow that could collapse without warning. An avalanche once closed the trail, killing 63 people. For many who made it to Dawson, however, the rewards were worth the difficult trip. One of the first 20,000 people who dug for gold, 4,000 got rich. About 100 of these stayed rich men for the rest of their lives.


But no matter how rich you were, Dawson was never comfortable. The instant city of tents and cabins offered few luxuries. And necessities like food and wood were very expensive. A visiting reporter from the London Chronicle wrote, “It is all unreal – a sawhorse metropolis where no town should be. Millionaires too busy to bathe”. But soon, the gold that Dawson depended on had all been found. The city was crowded with disappointed people with no interest in settling down, and when they heard rumours of new gold discoveries in Alaska, they left Dawson City as quickly as they had come. One third left the first week, and the rest soon followed. Today, people still come and go – to see where the Canadian gold rush happened. Tourism is now the chief industry of Dawson City – its current population is 762.
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B or C.

11. The gold rush first happened in


A. Alaska       
  B. Canada      
 C. New York      
 D. Hudson River
12. When did Dawson City become the largest city in the West?

A. in 1986      
 B. in 1896      
 C. in 1897        
 D. in 1899
13. New York City lies on the …

A. river     
B. harbour      
C. sea      
D. mountains
14. When New York began its population was …

A. 300 people      
B. 800 people    
C. 8 million people     
D. 4.000 people
15. Dawson City could be reached by …

A. boat       
B. train     
C. horse      
D. ship

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

16. New York City is a boom town
17. Dawson City grew only because of gold.
18. Cities often grow up where there is good transportation
19. When the gold rush was over, Dawson disappeared forever.

20. Today Dawson City is a museum town.
Reading Comprehension
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Writing Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

1) In many countries today, a lot of teenagers spend their free time in night clubs or discos. Some people say this has had a negative effect on their life.  Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? Why?
2) Why do you think teenagers have conflicts with their parents? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3) Why do you think it is important to have a real friend? What’s your opinion about the features he / she should have?
















