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Form 9 

Listening

Text 1
The History of Jeans
Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

The first jeans were designed by Levi Strauss (1829-1902), who was a German immigrant to the United States. Strauss arrived in San Francisco in 1850, just after gold was discovered there. Strauss decided to make tough trousers to sell to the gold miners. The first pair was made of tent canvas, then strong cotton was imported from France. This cotton was called serge de Nimes in French, and nowadays we call it “denim” (de Nimes). The denim was dyed blue with indigo. In 1873 copper rivets were added to the jeans. Strauss wanted to make the pockets stronger because the miners used to fill them with the pieces of rock. The company still makes Levi’s today.
The first Lee Rider jeans were made in 1924, and the first Wranglers in 1947. Until the 1930s, jeans were rarely seen east of the Mississippi river. Hollywood westerns made jeans popular. Cowboys wore them in the films, and film stars wore them outside the studios. At one time jeans were as a sign of rebellion against authority. They were worn by stars like James Dean and Marlon Brando, then by the student revolutionaries of the 1960s. Alex Madsen, a fashion writer, said, “Jeans were not only clothes; they were clothes-language, instant and eloquent symbols of brotherhood”. They are worn by everyone, young and old, but not all styles of jeans are fashionable. What makes jeans fashionable? One year it’s an expensive designer label, the next year it’s “original Levi 501s”, then it’s jeans with rips and tears. One thing is certain: jeans are here to stay.
Text 2

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

  Zaporizhian Cossacks had a republican form of governing. Each Cossack had the right of voice in general council. The general council had all power.

  It solved every important problem of Sich life: home and foreign affairs, problems of peace and war.  At the end of the 16th century there were ordinary Cossacks and Chief Cossacks. They discussed the questions separately.

 If Chief Cossacks didn’t agree with ordinary Cossacks the latter ones insisted on their decision and usually won.

 Usually Cossacks gathered two or three times a year. It was on January 1, October 2 and some days after Easter. The Cossacks elected Zaporizhian administration there. After going to church and having dinner Cossacks went to central square. The gun shot, the drummer was beating. Zaporizhian administration and curing chiefs with the symbols of power went there. According to the customs the newly elected chief, called ataman, had to refuse twice and to agree for the third time only. Old Cossacks put some sand or mud on his head so that he wouldn’t forget his place in future.

  The chief had to thank the Cossacks and to bow to the four sides.

  After that the Cossacks promised to obey the new chief.

Form 9

Listening

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Text 1

The History of Jeans
Decide whether the statements are true or false:

1. The first jeans were designed by Jacobs Davis. 

2. The first pair was made of tent canvas. 
3. Copper rivets were added to the jeans in 1873. 
4. The first Wrangles were made in 1924. 
5. Jeans weren’t very often seen in the Eastern USA before 1930. 
6. James Dean was a student revolutionary in the 1960s. 
7. Cowboys made jeans popular.
8. Alex Madson was a film star. 
9. Not all styles of jeans are fashionable.
10. Jeans of rips and tears are here to stay.
Text 2

Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B, C or D.
11) There were ordinary Cossacks and Chief Cossacks
A. At the end of the 16th century
B. At the end of the 17th century
C. At the beginning of the 16th century
D. At the beginning of the 17th century
12) They discussed the questions 

A. together 

B. separately 
C. both together and separately
D. it depended on the situation
13) Usually Cossacks gathered
A. Two or three times a year
B. One or two times a year
C. Two or three times a month
D. One or two times a month
14) According to the customs the newly elected chief
A. had to refuse once and to agree for the second time only 
B. hadn’t to refuse at all 
C. had to refuse three times and to agree for the fourth time only
D. had to refuse twice and to agree for the third time only
15) The new chief had 
A. to thank the Cossacks and to bow to the four sides.

B. to put some sand or mud on his head
C. to go to church 

D. to beat the drum 

Decide whether the statements are true or false:

16) Zaporizhian Cossacks had a republican form of governing. 
17) Only rich Cossacks had the right of voice. 
18) Cossacks gathered once a year. 
19) The newly elected chief was called hetman. 
20) The Cossacks gathered in a club.
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Form 9

Reading

Text 1
Sting Means “Sting”
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

Who is he – this mysterious, shy Englishman, who is called the man of the year?  Why Sting?
Some years ago Sting was the member of the group “Fenix Jazzman”. It was accepted in the group that all the participants perform under the stage-name. Sting got his stage-name because he wore yellow-black striped sweater. It seemed to the members of the group that he looked like a bee. According to the other version Sting deserved his nickname for his mordancy and the habit mock at his group friends.
The real name of Sting is Gordon Summer. He grew in the gloomy industrial city Newcastle. His mother was a hairdresser and his father was a milkman. However his mother had a musical education, she could develop nature abilities, teaching him to play the piano at home. He was suggested the course of education at musical school, but jazz and guitar attracted Sting more.
Sting was a road worker, and also he taught music. Later Sting had an opportunity to move to London and to play professionally.

In 1977 Sting entered the “Police” group. Their song “Roxanne” was quickly noticed by BBC and it became hit in a moment. During the next six years the group wrote some albums.

In 1983 after the world tour Sting decided that he had achieved everything he could and the group broke down.
Sting’s independent career formed successfully. His first album with the elements of jazz “Dream of the blue turtles” became platinum. The album “Soul Cages” (1991) and “The Summoners Tales” presented Sting as a mature composer. Both his albums got Grammy rewards.

Sting is a versatile developed man. He is active in politics; he takes part in the protection of Brazilian woods, supports the organization “International amnesty”. Sting acted in some films. His favorite books are “The Castle of Gormengast” by 
M. Pik, “The Canterbury Tales” by G. Chaucer.
The secret of unbelievable success is in that he writes not only sincere music, but also he uses sensible texts. His unique style of songs doesn’t let the listeners to be wrong and mix him up with other singers. Sting’s songs are full of reflection of the essence of existence of simple things, people around us. It is no mere chance that Sting belongs to the cult singers of the world.

1. Sting’s stage-name was __________.

A. Felix Rockman
B. Fenix Jazzman
C. Fill White
D. Winston Bern
2. What is the real name of Sting?

A. Michael Simmons
B. Jordan Blue
C. Gordon Summer
D. Jeffery Mill
3. Who were his parents?

A. His mother was a hairdresser and his father was a milkman.
B. His mother was a teacher and his father was a worker.
C. His mother was a cook and his father was a postman. 

D. His mother was a waitress and his father was a doctor.
4. Sting entered the Police group in
A. In 1987
B. In 1977
C. In 1997
D. In 2007
5. What is the secret of Sting’s unbelievable success?

A. he acted in some films
B. he is a versatile developed man
C. he is active in politics
D. he writes not only sincere music, but also he uses sensible texts
Decide whether the statements are true or false

6. Sting got his stage-name because he wore yellow-black striped sweater.
7. Sting’s mother had a musical education, but she could not develop nature abilities, teaching him to play the piano at home.

8. He was suggested the course of education at musical school, but piano and harp attracted Sting more.

9. In 1977 Sting entered the “Police” group. Their song “Roxanne” was quickly noticed by BBC and it became hit in a moment.
10.Sting’s songs are full of reflection of the essence of existence of simple things, people around us.
II

Victory over Death
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

It is impossible to say what death is worse. But, probably worst of all, is to feel quite healthy and yet, know that you must die.
It happened in September, 1958, in the Yugoslav Atomic Centre. Six scientists were looking over the switched off atomic pile. Suddenly the signal lights flashed red, the instrument indicators started their mad dance: the reactor had gone into action. There were no cries, no blood, no pain: beyond the lab walls work went on as usual, people walked unhurriedly along the corridors. “It was as if nothing had happened”, reads a note in the diary of one of the six made at a later date. “Only after reading the Geiger counter I realized that it was the end.”
The scientists were rushed to Paris by plane. There they were admitted to the hospital of the Pierre Curie Institute in d’Ulm Street. The six men were given a careful check-up to establish the exact amount of radiation they had exposed themselves to. The instruments showed that five of them had received 700r and hardly had a chance. There was hope for only one of them.
The scientists, however, did not lose courage. In the quiet hospital wards they studied French, listened to the radio and played chess. At first there were no outward signs of the disease, yet it was quietly stealing up on them. Nothing seemed to help: neither frequent blood transformation, nor large doses of antibiotics.
But the doctors would not admit failure. When the patients had only some two or three days to live the Medical Centre called a conference of specialist doctors. In an effort to save the lives of the six scientists it was decided to try a bone-marrow transplant. It was certainly a risk, but a risk was worth taking.
Four Frenchmen volunteered to act as donors and give the marrow necessary for injection. Now there was nothing to do but wait. 
Several days passed. One of the patients died, but the other five lived. Death was defeated. The daring experiment was a success. 
The miracle in d’Ulm Street gives hope that medical science will learn to fight leukemia – this terrible and still incurable disease.
11) In September, 1958, the scientists
A. were repairing the atomic pile.
B. were observing the switched off atomic pile.
C. were examining the atomic reactor.
D. were switching on the signal lights of the Yugoslav Atomic Centre.
12) When the disaster happened

A. the work in the lab went on as usual.
B. people outside the lab continued to walk as usual.
C. the scientists’ bodies were aching.

D. the instrument indicators’ showed no sign of something bad had happened.
13) One of the six scientists

        A. wrote a note in his diary some days later.

B. left a note in the lab at a later date.
C. read a note in the diary of one of his colleagues.
D. wrote a small note to his friend at a later date.
14) The exact amount of radiation the scientists had received was
        A. 700r per each of the six scientists.

        B. difficult to establish.
C. checked up carelessly by the doctors.
D. 700r per each of the five scientists but only one of the six had received less.
15) The scientists didn’t lose their courage as
A. there were no outward signs of the disease.
B. they could study French and listened to the radio.

C the doctors could not fail to help them.
D. frequent blood transformation helped them a lot.
16) A conference of specialist doctors was called by the Medical Centre because

A. the six scientists could die in five days.

        B. large doses of antibiotics were killing the scientists.

        C. the doctors could not agree with failure.

D. the disease was quietly stealing up on the six me
17) A bone-marrow transplant was a way out for

A. the doctors who still hoped to survive.

B. the six French scientists.
C. four French volunteers.

D. for the six Yugoslavian scientists.
18) It was a risk to transplant bone-marrow

A. but the conference of specialist doctors gave the marrow to the patients
B. and there was no enough marrow for all six patients.
C. but the experiment was a success.
D. so the six scientists were defeated by the disease.
19) The doctors of the Pierre Curie Institute 

A. hoped that the six Yugoslavian scientists would live.

B. made a bone-marrow transplant twice.
C. gave hope that leukemia would be a curable disease in future.

D. said that their experiment was a miracle.
20) The story tells that

A. sometimes doctors have to take risks to treat patients.

B. the six scientists had to be more careful in the Yugoslav Atomic Centre. 

        C. the French medical science was better than any other in Europe.

D. atomic reactors should be inspected frequently.
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Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
1. A lot of teenagers are very cruel and aggressive with adults, classmates and animals.  What do you think are the causes of this?  
2. Nowadays people are producing more and more rubbish. Why do you think this is happening? What can you offer to help reduce the amount of rubbish produced?

3. The number of children who communicate through different social computer nets in Ukraine (Facebook, IN contact etc.) is increasing. Some people think this is due to problems such as difficulties in communication with adults and classmates. Others believe that parents are to blame for not looking after their children. To what extent do you agree with these views?
















