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Listening

Read the text and let the pupils do tasks 1 through 10. Then read the text a second time and let the pupils do tasks 11 through 20. Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

If you are reading this right now, you are taking part in the wonder of literacy. Because of printed words, people can relay information across both time and space. Ideas are encoded in writing and transmitted to readers across thousands of miles and years. Because of this development, the words of people distant to us can influence events, impart knowledge, and change the world. Much of the credit for the development of this phenomenon can be attributed to one man.

Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg, better known as Johannes Gutenberg, was born in the German city of Mainz. Though most of Gutenberg’s early life is a mystery, historians believe that he studied at the University of Erfurt in 1418 and spent much of his young adult life practicing the profession of his father: goldsmithing. Having a penchant for fortune and success, Gutenberg borrowed money from investors in 1439 and found himself in financial trouble. 

In the year 1439 the city in which Gutenberg lived was planning to exhibit its large collection of relics from Emperor Charlemagne (a famous ruler who had united much of Western Europe around 800 AD). The exhibit was expected to bring many visitors to the town, so Gutenberg took investments and created many polished metal mirrors which were to be sold to the visitors (it was a common belief at that time that mirrors were able to capture holy light from religious relics). The mirrors which Gutenberg produced probably would have sold well, but due to severe flooding the event was delayed by one year. The impatient investors demanded that Gutenberg return their investments, but he had already spent the money on producing the unsalable mirrors. He was trapped in a difficult situation. In order to satisfy the investors, Gutenberg decided to share his greatest secret with them.
This secret would forever change the world, all of history, and even the process of keeping history. It’s been argued that Gutenberg’s idea was one of the greatest of all mankind. This one idea would lead to the spread of countless others. It would play a key role in the development of the Renaissance, Reformation, the Age of Enlightenment, and the Scientific Revolution. This idea would bring learning to the masses and form the backbone of the modern knowledge-based economy. Gutenberg had created the mechanical printing press with movable type.

Before the spread of Gutenberg’s idea, literature was primarily handwritten. That means that each copy of the Catholic bible and all of its 73 books were tediously and painstakingly hand scribed, and this was done before the invention of the ballpoint pen. Given the amount of detail that went into scribing each text, creating a single copy of a bible could take years. Because of the effort that went into producing them, books were extremely rare and valuable. Because of the value and scarcity of books, there was little reason for common people to learn to read or write since it was unlikely that they would ever handle a book in their lifetimes. Gutenberg’s invention would change all of that. His printing press allowed literature to be produced on a mass scale. His movable metal type could be arranged once to form a page, and his press could print the page again and again. 

The first major text that Gutenberg produced was a 42 line copy of the bible. Written in Latin and containing 1272 pages, the Gutenberg Bible has had an immeasurable effect on the history of the printed word. Scholars estimate that Gutenberg produced between 165 and 185 of these bibles, which sold out almost immediately. Most copies went to monasteries and universities, though one bible was sold to a wealthy private individual. Copies are known to have been sold for 30 florins (about three years of wages for a clerk at the time), which may seem expensive but was nonetheless much cheaper than a hand produced copy. Purchasing a Gutenberg Bible in the 1450s would have been a good investment if you and your descendants were able to maintain it. Only twenty-one complete Gutenberg Bibles exist today and the last one traded hands in 1987 for 4.9 million dollars, the highest price ever paid for a book at the time.

Gutenberg’s brilliant idea would soon change the world, but in the short term he bungled what proved to be a large and risky investment. He found himself in financial trouble once again and was sued by one of his investors, who accused Gutenberg of mismanaging money meant for the production of books. The courts ruled against Gutenberg and Gutenberg lost control of the shop that he had created. He was effectively bankrupt.

Though he had failed as a businessman, the technologies that he had created spread across Europe rapidly. As these printing technologies and techniques spread, news and books began to travel across Europe much faster than previously possible. The world has not been the same since. Though Gutenberg was financially unsuccessful in his own lifetime, he made the world a much richer place.
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Listening

Remember: you are not allowed to take notes at any time when the text is being read to you.
I. Listen to the text and decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one.

1. Johannes Gutenberg was born in Erfurt.

2. Gutenberg’s early life details are well known. 

3. Gutenberg is believed to have no education.

4. In his young years Gutenberg practiced the profession of his father.

5. Gutenberg invented a ballpoint pen.

6. Before the spread of Gutenberg’s idea, literature was primarily handwritten.
7. Gutenberg failed to return money he had borrowed from investors.

8. The highest price ever paid for a book is 4.9 million dollars.
9. Gutenberg was accused for stealing money meant for the production of books.
10. Gutenberg was a successful businessman.
II. Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. 

11. Which of the following expresses the correct order of events?

a) Gutenberg was born in Mainz, invested in mirrors, and then became a goldsmith.

b) Gutenberg created the printing press, printed the bible, and then invented the metal mirror.

c) Gutenberg went to college, revealed his press, and then invested in shiny mirrors.

d) Gutenberg studied goldsmithing, invented the printing press, and then lost his shop.
12. Why did Gutenberg borrow money from investors?

A. To exhibit his large collection of relics.

B. To produce metal mirrors.
C. To purchase a copy of the Catholic bible. 

D. To help the flood victims.

13. Why did Gutenberg’s plan to sell mirrors fail?

A. The mirrors were less popular than he had expected.

B. Flooding delayed the event for an entire year.

C. Too many other people had the same idea. 

D. Newly invented glass mirrors rendered his metal mirrors obsolete.

14. Which of the following did Gutenberg invent?

A. Reflective mirrors                    
B. The printing press with movable type

C. Written language                     
D. Scientific inquiry
15. Gutenberg’s idea did not contribute to …
A. The Great Schism                    
B. The Scientific Revolution

C. The Renaissance                     
D. The Age of Enlightenment

16. Why were most people illiterate during Gutenberg’s time?

A. Books were rare and very expensive.

B. The public school system had not yet been created.

C. Writing had not yet been invented.

D. Emperor Charlemagne made reading and writing illegal for common people.

17. Gutenberg’s bibles were…

A. much cheaper than a hand produced copy.
B. a bit cheaper than a hand produced copy.
C. much more expensive than a hand produced copy.
D. a bit more expensive than a hand produced copy.

18. Why were so few of Gutenberg’s bibles sold to private individuals?

A. Gutenberg wanted to use his talents to help churches and universities.

B. Gutenberg’s Bible was pretty expensive and most people couldn’t read.

C. Most Europeans were not religious and did not care about the bible. 

D. Gutenberg’s investors forbade him to sell the bibles to private individuals.

19. How many Gutenberg Bibles are there today?
A. 21
B. 42
C. 30
D. 1
20. Gutenberg’s idea …

A. was a tremendous success that made him incredibly wealthy.

B. didn’t catch on in his lifetime, but grew very popular after his death.

C. did not make him rich but spread very quickly.

D. did not catch on right away but made him incredibly rich over time.
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Reading 11 form

TEXT I

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question.
The Columbia Record Company was one of the largest record companies in the world during the 20th century. It was also one of the first record and phonograph companies. Like so many companies in the music industry, it has a complicated history. It was originally the Columbia Phonograph Company, and sold phonographs in the Washington, D.C. area. Later, it merged with the American Graphophone Company, which held the rights to an improved form of cylinder phonograph. After the merger of the two in 1893, Columbia began manufacturing cylinder phonographs and records in a plant in Connecticut. The head of the company, Edward Easton, was a shrewd businessman who made Columbia into a true competitor for Thomas Edison’s business. The two competed fiercely, with both regularly introducing improved forms of the phonograph and better records. One of Columbia’s innovations was a mechanical sound amplifier that produced louder sounds without loudspeakers or electronics (which were still many years in the future). Although it did not work very well, it could amplify sound a little bit.  

In the early 1900s, Columbia also faced a new rival – the Victor Talking Machine Company who manufactured disc records. Columbia responded by offering both discs and cylinders, deciding to let the public decide which format they liked best. A few years later, Columbia dropped cylinders entirely. The company continued to grow, and at its peak in the early 1900s, Columbia was able to hire the famous radio engineer Guglielmo Marconi, who consulted on research projects. The Columbia-Marconi Velvet Tone records, which appeared on the market in the summer of 1906, were one of the fruits of the association with the great inventor.

But the introduction of radio broadcasting after 1920 sent Columbia into a tailspin. Sales dropped so dramatically that the company stopped record production in 1932. The record-pressing branch of the company was bought by a radio manufacturer, Grigsby-Grunow, and the phonograph manufacturing arm was eventually purchased by the Columbia Broadcasting Company (CBS), which happened to have Columbia in the name but was no relation.

The Columbia Record Company, as it was now known, survived the Great Depression of the 1930s, but just barely. To try to win back classical music fans, it introduced a large, 12-inch diameter long playing disc that was a complete flop (Columbia would later reintroduce the modern form of long playing record in 1948). It struggled for many years before returning to prominence during World War II. 

Columbia (renamed CBS Records by the late 1960s) expanded rapidly when the record market revived after 1945. It introduced a new subsidiary label, Epic, and started a mail-order record club called Columbia House. In 1968, the company launched a partnership with the Sony Corporation in Japan that would later prove much more important. Sony helped sell CBS records in Japan through the 1970s. In 1982 CBS Records helped Sony launch a new product called the Compact Disc. In the 1980s Sony became so successful it was able to purchase CBS Records, which still operates today as part of the Sony Music Entertainment.

Use the information in the text to answer the questions below. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet.

1. The Columbia Record Company started operating in

A. the United Kingdom

B. British Columbia

C. the Netherlands

D. the United States

2.  What did the company do at the beginning?

A. Phonographs

B. Wax cylinders

C. Floppy discs

D. Telephones

3. As businesspeople Thomas Edison and Edward Easton were

A. rivals

B. companions

C. indifferent to each other

D. colleagues

4. The Columbia Record Company gave up manufacturing cylinders as

A. the company failed to obtain the license

B. discs turned out to be a better selling option

C. another company was about to launch the same product

D. as a result of the Great Depression.

5. It was radio that

A. terribly told on the company’s sales

B. made discs extremely popular with the customers

C. had the company change its business sphere


D. closed foreign markets for the company

6.  During the Second World War the Columbia Record Company

A. was supposed to help the secret service

B. came out on the market with the first floppy disc 

C. got back much of its business influence 

D. used to copy German sound recording inventions

7. Epic and Columbia House were the CBS’s

A. branches 

B. parts of the company it was divided in

C. names of the company’s products

D. business competitors

8. At the end of the 20th century the CBS

A. made a lot of contracts with foreign companies

B. got the top market status 

C. became a division of another company

D. was about to stop operating

Decide whether these statements are true or false and mark one

9. The only Columbia’s innovation was a mechanical sound amplifier.
10. Edward Easton brought his company to ruin.

11. Columbia’s association with Guglielmo Marconi turned out to be successful.

TEXT II
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question
Reading is becoming more and more important in the new knowledge economy and remains the most effective human activity for transforming information into knowledge.

If top readers read at speeds of above 1000 words per minute (wpm) with near 85% comprehension, they only represent 1% of readers. Average readers are the majority and only reach around 200 wpm with a typical comprehension of 60%. This seems surprising since most readers, actively reading work documents, newspapers, magazines, books or the contents of a computer display are practicing daily for at least one hour. With such an intense training everyone should be close to top performances.

Unfortunately, this is far from the real situation. The average reader is five times slower than the good reader. Things are even worse if we consider reading efficiency as well as speed. Reading efficiency is reading speed weighted by comprehension rate and it amounts to 200 x 60% or 120 efficient words per minute (ewpm) for the average reader and to 1000 x 85% or 850 ewpm for top readers. Thus, an efficiency ratio of seven divides these two categories.

Compare the results of the average reader to other areas. We may imagine a sprinter practicing every day for several years on the running track and then just calmly walking for a race. We can also picture a racing driver never exceeding 30 mph or a pianist playing every day of the week for 20 years and only able to play music like a beginner. Unfortunately, since the age of 12, most readers do not substantially improve their efficiency and never reach their full capacity.

Every computer-user who is also a slow typist is aware of the benefits he could obtain with a typing course, but nearly no one suspects the much higher profits he could reach by improving his reading comprehension and speed. The rapid improvement of voice recognition may gradually make typing virtuosity obsolete since a good typist performs well under the speed of speech. On the other hand, human or computer speaking, with an average speed of 150 wpm, will always remain many times slower than a good reader, without any consideration of the skimming and skipping possibilities.

There are three possible ways to improve reading. The fastest is probably a speed reading seminar based upon good materials and animated by a dynamic instructor. It is quite usual for a slow reader to double and even triple his reading efficiency during a two-day class offering a positive atmosphere, carefully selected texts and comprehension tests. However, as this rapid and encouraging improvement is not sufficiently anchored, it often fades with time.

A book about speed reading is the second possibility. Such a book usually provides speed and comprehension tests as well as techniques to improve reading. It often includes more general information about concentration, interest stimulation, skimming techniques and ways to approach a text. Some methods may include audio or videocassettes. A book-based method requires a good deal of time as well as a strong commitment from the reader.

Finally, a speed reading computer program is probably the most efficient way to achieve top reading levels. Computers offer unique exercises to boost reading efficiency through interactivity, text animation and pacing. Higher reading skills obtained with a computer screen are totally transferable to reading from paper. Unfortunately the inverse way does not work so well. Speed reading software delivers enjoyable and fast paced training, thus giving the consistent practice necessary to break lifelong slow reading habits. This is the task that seminars and speed reading books usually leave up to the reader.
Use the information in the text to answer the questions below. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet.
12. Compared to average reader, the accomplished reader reads with… 

A. higher speed and worse reading comprehension 

B. higher speed and better reading comprehension 

C. higher speed and same reading comprehension 

D. same speed and same reading comprehension

13. Readers reading above 1000 wpm… 

A. Are average readers 

B. Are the majority of readers 

C. Are the 1 % minority 

D. Both A and B are correct
14. The average reading speed is around…. 

A. 120 wpm 
B. 150 wpm 

C. 200 wpm 

D. 250 wpm

15. The average reader comprehension is around…
A. 50 %

B. 60%

C. 75%

D. 85%

16. Which is the most effective way to acquire knowledge from information? 

A. watching TV 

B. reading text 

C. listening to a speaker 

D. the text doesn't say

17. Most computer users want to … 

A. Improve typing 

B. Improve reading 

C. Buy a larger screen 

D. Have a high-speed Internet access

18. What will lessen the importance of fast typing? 

A. Spelling-checkers 

B. More ergonomic keyboards 

C. Progress in voice recognition 

D. the text doesn't say

19. A speed reading seminar or book lacks … 

A. Rapid results 

B. Consistent practice 

C. Deep enough explanations 

D. Skimming techniques
20. What is probably the best way to reach top level reading efficiency? 

A. a speed reading book 

B. a speed reading seminar 

C. a speed reading software 

D. the text doesn't say
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Writing Comprehension Test for 11th Form Students
Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. In our increasingly global society, many people feel that all students should be required to learn a foreign language before graduating from high school. Do you agree? Why or why not? Explain your position using speciﬁc reasons and examples.

2. Charles Simmons said, “Live only for today, and you ruin tomorrow.” Do you agree? Why or why not? Explain your answer.

3. Does our society allow women to assume masculine roles more readily than it allows males to assume roles traditionally called feminine? Discuss.
















